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Abstract

Traditional Thai music is infused with Javanese characteristics, which
have contributed significantly to the evolution of traditional Thai music.
This paper seeks to investigate Java and discuss the Javanese-ness
construction process, which is comprised of musical elements and
pertinent musical factors. According to the results, there are two
periods of construction. First is a prescriptive period, in which the
perception of Javanese-ness in the traditional Thai music sphere is
mediated by Melayu influence, and this period in which Java was
stereotypically associated with the Keak tribe genre in musical
repertoires. In addition, the traditional image of Java was constructed
from instruments such as Pi Chawa and Klong Keak in order to
form ensembles such as Piphat Nanghong, Bualoy, and Klong Keak
Kruengyai. Javanese-ness is also represented by melodies and lyrics
drawn from a renowned work of Javanese literature known as Inao.
Luang Pradit Phairoh was an important figure in the construction
activity during this second period. In the novel period, the Javanese
musical composition “Ladrang Bima Kurda” was renamed as “Yawa”
in Thai. The import of Angklung has given Thais a new perception
of Java. Although the novel times have made Java’s influence on
traditional Thai music more apparent, the Melayu influence remains

concealed.
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