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Abstract

This article aims to analyze PO-ON, the Philippine postcolonial novel
in English of Francisco Sionil Jose through the subaltern studies
framework. It is revealed that under the rule of Catholic clergy and
colonial civil servants during the late Spanish colonial period and the
Philippine-American war, the native peasant and the subaltern class
had struggled against such domination in various ways. There was
also the movement at the level of political consciousness that arose
out of their specific perspectives and experiences. This paper therefore
attempts to discuss the imperial discourse in postcolonial Philippine
historiography that has posited the struggle of peasant rebellion as

pre-political and without political consciousness.
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