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Abstract

This research aims to study the wisdom of word combination in
certain Tai ethnic languages in the Thai context, by classifying and
analyzing the category structure and the relationship between
categories. Data were people, animal, plant, thing, rite and belief
terms in Tai languages: Thai, Black Tai, Tai Khrang, Tai Yai,
Tai Phuan, Tai Lom, Tai Nakhorn Thai and Tai Yuan in a minimum
of 2,000 words. The results showed that there are six main methods:
repetition, similarity, consistency, membership, pairing and opposition.
These categories are structurally complex, overlapping, and gradient

from the simplest combination to the most complicated.
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must necessarily belong unambiguously to one category or the other.
Indeed, from work over the last generation in prototype theory,
grammaticalization theory, and the functional basis for syntax, it is
clear that we should not expect such absolute categorization...

(DeLancey, 1997, p. 67)
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