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Abstract

This research studied Chinese national identity constructed through
using metaphors in newspapers based on a critical metaphor analysis
(CMA) framework. Data were collected from People's Daily and
Guangming Daily from 1 April 2020 to 30 April 2021. The results
showed that metaphors in Chinese newspapers reflected five main
concepts: (1) EPIDEMIC PREVENTION AND CONTROL IS WAR;
(2) EPIDEMIC PREVENTION AND CONTROL IS TRAVEL; (3) EPIDEMIC
PREVENTION AND CONTROL IS EXAMINATION; (4) HUMAN
BEINGS AROUND THE WORLD ARE FAMILIES; and (5) GLOBAL
COMMON DEVELOPMENT IS BUILDING. These concepts built
seven aspects of the national identity of China: (1) China as a warrior;
(2) China as a ship commander; (3) China as an advocate of the
notion of “Community with a Shared Future for Humanity” (4) China
as a candidate; (5) China as a family protector; (6) China as a family
member; and (7) China as an architect. Therefore, Chinese national
identities were constructed and spread by use of metaphoric language
related to the Novel Coronavirus 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic and
the concept of "Community with a Shared Future for Humanity" in

Chinese society.
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