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Abstract

A “hero” is not just a guardian with physical strength or people who
sacrifice themselves in war to protect their homeland. A hero could
be a typical person whose life is dedicated to serving others. The
objective of this article is to analyze and present how a hero is
represented in Chinese society during the pandemic of the coronavirus
disease 2019 (COVID-19) by analyzing President Xi Jinping’s speech
as well as social phenomena, including media reproduction during
the pandemic. The results indicate that the changed representation
of a hero started with a political slogan from the Chinese government,
“the most admirable people in the new era.” The quotation addressed
medical teams and volunteers who devoted themselves to taking
care of patients and upholding others during the outbreak. At the
same time, the term hero also included people who complied with
the government’s directions and helped those in need during a
difficult time. This element became a part of China’s achievement
over the pandemic as they could manage to control the situation

effectively and promptly.
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