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Abstract

The objectives of this paper are to study the errors found in essays
written in Japanese by Thai students finishing the beginner level, to
investigate the types and causes of the errors, and to suggest teaching
approaches that can help students to write more correctly. The data
used in this study were gathered from 161 essays by 21 students
who enrolled in the fundamental Japanese writing course for the
academic year 2018. This study found 1,029 errors, the greatest
number of which were grammatical errors at 712 (69.19%), followed
by word and expression errors at 264 (25.66%) and misuse of language
register at 53 (5.15%). From the analysis of causes of errors, it was
found that negative transfer from Thai language was the most likely
source of word and expression errors, while most grammatical errors
could result from the various strategies used by the students, such
as overgeneralization and memorization of expressions as a unit.
Misuse of language register errors, on its part, may be caused by

the students' unfamiliarity with the language and carelessness.
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