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Abstract

This research explores the intimate relationship between the Italian
Fascist Government of Benito Mussolini and Phibunsongkhram'’s
Thai Government after he became Prime Minister (his first tenure
1938-1944) until the end of the Second World War, focusing on the
unspoken process of interaction and the distribution of propaganda
through printed media such as posters, booklets, and books sent
from Fascist Italy to Thailand. The researcher used primary sources,
particularly the diplomatic correspondences between the Italian
Ambassadors to Thailand and the Ministers of Foreign Affairs and
Popular Culture, including the General Directorate for the Fascist
Propaganda, as raw evidence to analyze and interpret the past. |
see this research as a search for jigsaw puzzle pieces that can be
used to fill in and interlock historical blanks. Such research can
confirm the strong diplomatic ties between Italy and Thailand in the
past and be used to explore current ties to Fascist propaganda
strategies overseas. Furthermore, the argument not only highlights
the historical development of Italian Fascism in Thailand, but also
studies the possibility of inspiration resulting from Fascist propaganda,
and how much the Thai government’s leader and intellectuals were

influenced by the Fascist regime of Benito Mussolini.
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