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Abstract

This article aimed at synthesizing the status of the Central regional
literature research in two decades (1997-2017). The data was collected
from postgraduate research abstracts and published research papers
that used Central regional literature data during 1997-2017. The
findings revealed that 63 Central regional literature written works
were investigated by 16 educational institutions, with Naresuan
University using them the most. Those conducting the research
studies included master's and doctoral students as well as other
researchers. The field of Thai received the most attention. The most
examined types of literature were the following two groups: the
group of tales and religions and the group of folk lyrics. Regarding
the research issues used to analyze components of literature, it
was found that literary studies was the most used, followed by
folklores, comparative studies, studies on Buddhist philosophy, virtue,
and merit, and social studies, respectively. It was also found that
documentary research was popular among the researchers. Most
of them primarily relied on examining texts. In the future, various

types of research methods may be utilized.
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