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Abstract

This study analyzed relative clauses in Thai Legal, Media, Political and Academic registers.
It was found that there were both similarities and differences among the four registers. All four registers
shared two similar characteristics. First, almost all relative clause was co-occur with /thii/. Second, there
is no pronoun used in relative clause for referring to the head noun in main clause.

In terms of differences, high proportion of restrictive relative clauses was found the Media,
Political and Academic registers, while non-restrictive relative clause primarily appeared in Legal register.
Moreover, absent noun varied among every register, except in the Legal register. Overall, it can be said
that the four registers can be divided into 2 groups of relative clauses usage: relative clauses with

variable use and relative clauses with limited use.
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