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The Cooperation between Universities and the Private Sector in Japan
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Abstract

This article is part of the research project on “Globalization and Japanese University Reform”.
This article will discuss the following areas:

1) The cooperation between universities and the private sector in the 1990s

2) The cooperation between universities and the private sector in the 21" century

3) A case study of the cooperation between universities and the corporate sector

This study has shown that the Japanese government urged the reform in the areas of science
and technology to increase the research competency of universities, private sector, and the government
itself. The reform is based on the principle that the research conducted should be beneficial to the

society and the country’s economy, leading to a cooperation between universities and private sector.



Massdaenaas 97 13 aduil 1 wnmaw - iinuowu 2556 105
Because of this, academics from universities have the flexibility to work in and cooperate with the
corporate sector. Academics from universities were no longer positioned as government officials, while
universities were reformed into a corporation in 2004. Thus, the cooperation between Japanese
universities and the private sector has become the third mission objective for the universities. Several
leading Japanese universities have adopted this alliance, including Tokyo University. Tokyo University
stated that if its collaboration with the corporate sector failed, the collaboration between other universities
in Japan and the private sector will cease to exist. It is important to note that even during the economic
crisis, the government still allocate substantial budget for science and technology research, in order to

develop advance technology to sustain the country’s economy.
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