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Beliefs in Past Buddhas in Thai society during the 20"-24" Centuries BE
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Abstract

The belief in the past Buddhas in Thailand originated from the Theravada and integrated with
the local belief around the 20th century. This belief involves the worshiping different variants of the
Enlightened Ones ranging from three, six, twenty-four, twenty-seven, and even the infinite. The beliefs in
the past Buddhas are related to history of Gautama Buddha and of the sacred locations where the
Enlightened Ones had imprinted their feet. The feet imprints of the Enlightened Ones signify that these
lands are protected under his benevolence throughout the past, the present and the future. The
documentation of these beliefs can be found in Pali texts, myths, mural paintings, architecture of the
Buddhas’ footprints and traditional practices of Thai people. These beliefs denote the Buddhist principles
of Deeds and the Three Characteristics of Existence. These principles then help shape Thai Buddhists to
have faith in moral essence, practice good deeds, and respect the relics of the Enlightened Ones.

Moreover, these principles also justify the rulers’ rights to govern.
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