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Tone Production of English Loanwords in Thai
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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to study the tone of English loanwords that appeared in
standard Thai. The data were 738 words collected from magazines and ‘Photchananukrom Kham Ma’
and ‘Sap Tangprathed Thi Chai Kham Thai Than Dai’. Both books are dictionaries issued by the Royal
Institute that archived new and contemporary words. However, the words collected in The Royal Institute
Dictionary circa B.E. 2542 were excluded from this research. The data were divided into 3 types:

one-syllable, two-syllable and three—syllable words. The aspects of smooth syllables and checked
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syllables were described as the influential factors on tonal assignment. The tone productions of English
loanwords were tested on 10 officials from Suansunandha University.

The study results revealed that a tone was assigned to all loanword syllables, although with
some variations. One syllable loanwords contain the following characteristics: smooth syllable have mid
and high tones, while checked syllable have high and low tones. Two syllables loanwords exhibited more
complex variation of tonal patterns. If both were smooth syllables, the first syllable was assigned with
mid and high tones, while the second syllable with falling, mid and high tones. If both were checked
syllables, the first was assigned with high and mid tones, while the other with low, high and falling tone.
It should be noted that the researcher also found further variations in checked and unchecked syllables.
In some cases, if two-syllables loanwords contained the first syllable as an unchecked syllable and the
second as a checked one, the first would be assigned with mid and high tones and the second with low,
high and falling tones. If the case was reversed with the checked syllable in the first position, the first
syllable would be assigned with high, mid and low tones, while the second syllable with falling, mid, and
high tones. Lastly, the study on three—syllable words focused on the final syllable as the first and second
syllable showed similar tonal similarities with one and two-syllables loanwords. If the final syllable was a
smooth syllable, it would register as mid, falling and high tones. On the other hand, if it was a checked

syllable, it would register as low and high tones.
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