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Liu Shaoqi: The Two-Line Struggle and the Cultural Revolution
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Abstract

The so-called “two-line struggle” has been used as an analytical framework for
the study of Chinese elite politics before the outbreak of the Cultural Revolution in 1966,
depicting the conflict between Party Chairman Mao Zedong'’s revolutionary romanticism
and State President Liu Shaoqi’s pragmatism. However, given the fact that Liu repeatedly
deferred to Mao on important issues and it was Mao who made final decisions, this article
argues that Chinese elite politics in the first half of the 1960s should be viewed as “Mao’s
dominance”. Therefore, Liu’s fall during the Cultural Revolution was not because of his
defeat in the struggle against Mao, but a result of the “February Adverse Current’ incident
in 1967 which forced Mao to reemphasize the legitimacy of the Cultural Revolution by

using Liu as a main target.
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fosey wrtly aalddn iwuliunss onsedl” Aannnafveseanssumanaanssada

té o v Qs ~ laq’ v a wa Aa v a
a.¢. 1960 ‘Hdﬂﬁl%%ﬂdﬂ’]iﬂiz‘g&lLﬁi’«mum HUJUANUpInsIasannljiaenuud
s ] 1o 4 =3 v o v :’ A' ' v cqfl =
aanamlalaglinne uszfuliinnnazdsnasiuinizendegnmesudulumatsz s
AZATIN 10 YDIAUULNITUNINAWNIIATAN 8 LUBLABUNLLNEU A.7.1962 UALUNAIEY
TawiasslianusagnunsUuaeuewarsgiadusuaiusn (Hu, 1994, p. 604)
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iusnIatalauwala g aanun NebdwnnznaszrinaIwlaunadne g lianadudin
qmavlﬁvl@”mnﬁﬁﬁmnmmLﬁwﬁawaamm @TaLﬁulunﬂiﬁi:"guﬂmxnﬁuminmamiﬂ
LﬁaLaauqumﬁ'uf a.¢. 1963 ﬁmanuamm'mﬁ'a'smﬁmé']ﬁﬂﬁaams@iaﬁmmufu
8L aany laNTRUNLAzLEWa LA ANIITUIIANITINT “VUIRNIANENRIANTLN”
(ft2E X H 18 5))Socialist Education Movement) %A lanusuilaiduaeined

< A A A A A & o . A
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“agilsfiann ‘ﬁ'ﬂszﬂ;uL%mW”uﬂuﬁ"l@TﬁNmﬁulﬁLLriLﬁaL@TamzJ %ﬁuéﬁﬁﬂdnluﬁﬂszymﬂ
mmﬂ@maaLﬂaﬁ"l,@i"aQ*ﬁlmﬁmmiu‘[amur‘ﬁansﬂm Lm’ag;ﬁmsﬂwmmﬁﬂwm@maauIstm’i‘andnm
FaRenssfiadmanolunsia ’ﬂ”andnm“uamfﬁaﬁyjamwm%m%aufj‘atﬁuﬁnmﬁmﬁ‘uagj Ll
msﬁmﬁ’ma’nLﬁufrziamﬂuﬁwahmadmmLLaz@Taﬁfuagumm zALduswinmsfiaenlaa
Lﬂuﬂm?aaﬁgnﬁaa LLa:ﬁLﬂuﬁwalwaagﬁaﬁuay‘mmsﬁuw‘jLﬂswgﬁammmmwamﬁaLﬁuﬁu
stwzmﬂmﬁ'ﬂa‘lﬁ’iwﬂajgﬂﬁ‘i’m'zmﬂLﬂuwaﬂLﬁmﬁ“mﬁa a910az188@1dlu Schoenhals & Stone
(1990) ehumsﬁuw“Lﬁmﬁgﬁmauﬁaﬁﬂ{ﬂu .6, 1978 wadanLFuTIa luan
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aaanssalurnuniduiimuannaadam “Onsnanuiten” (Hu, 1994, pp. 606-607) Laz
widldlgmanuimuunlumaunmamanwudisawadunm 18 T vmefinionag
wiale (EE3E) assonaasanlddsenuisuunlndifoafiondwmdunm 5 1don
(Lieberthal, 1987, p. 389) Tisnuailvinlfifiuinaaann3susnwaImeIsTE 1960 AN 00
s‘i’amﬁmmﬂLf]u;ﬂ’@”@ﬁuhgmq@ﬁmuismULLazLﬁu;ﬂﬁmmLﬁmamaummamiﬁuvj
\TEINaT8InAIEE mMIasunimadssiulumiviudu “MIGaFFBILUING
wnihamnnunadsliizgndas immzniadldfeasdegniuimanuddszmsla

agnslsfionn Weavviunsfnmdaniiouduinlydszoenitafiionnude-
wssaluanuaunuiszninaniiaasiunandaswdunannandsvirdyaes
Uszns fa (1) ﬂ’]iﬁl‘ﬂﬁ’sg]LLaﬁﬁ]ﬂ’lii’mi’u%adWﬁﬂﬁ’liﬁQﬂﬁﬁ’amWUadW§iﬂwQ:1ﬁ’lﬁsT;d
yaswndunsn aasutasusnimunanal Wi mysasedmsdnnssenfonlumuuns of
fufiaenalinnn aunsrimiadeseandidiafinnssusidagsndn iz
mmﬁafﬁnimﬁaﬁgméﬂmamUluWﬁﬂﬁﬁwé'w:ﬁﬁmmuvlﬁ (Teiwes, 1993, p. xiii)
uaz (2) LL&Tﬂﬁaa:aﬁuaqwmumsﬁnmz%"aﬂuﬁwﬁ ALLRHANT LALUNNBIINNNTITNIR
@”anmamiﬁhn”ﬂa%imww:‘l,wyjgﬂﬁﬁamumaamsﬂwhfu astnnguiuasansoianys
TwenmTvesn N IIuMINEInTIANde Tarmuanasgursems (5 12%) Sansuns
sonufiaidawiuenou a.a. 1963 laafliaadfouasiodn (52 H) lug319 asstu
ﬁ'ummﬁﬁa'j']miéaﬁumwLﬁuﬁumaqqmmitﬁﬂwmmﬂmiﬂqmzmmamu
(Lieberthal, 1987, pp. 354-355) Awdsiasuaaniisgauaninlwdausuinnu o.a. 1964
amangutoas L?Ta?iavleﬁauaiﬁmmw”miauua:vlsjﬁawﬁwﬂifz"qmmﬂ’mﬁaa sl
nuwitaiudduawar st sniagwin winaunngiunanlineladuednsbsuas
ldiddszgunannuiiosgrmnyyusssrngynsiaa llulloudilzmeaindyans
@ﬁﬁawmmwﬁﬂmﬁﬂaﬂm‘mL‘ﬂ”ﬁﬁi:"gu LLa:ﬁSnQ’%ﬁawmmwu”ﬂmmavlaﬂﬁwmam
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1993, p. xliii)

udonu maneasdifanuinafisanusmumnisswinadssnaasan
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aamaESgmitumigaim Naimaisduammsaiiulwisawn Sevimun
famudliiFasmnedaanusiuamasduasrnldinandinenusndufiesdasaados
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ananlausrinzlsendndauazidaanmylfifiausssa (MacFarquhar, 1997, pp.
377, 431)
a a v a o ' A A Iy v & A °
nytivasnandmdidudradanianasianldidul gninisiunaasiuianis
madoslummynsgUszmauin wiaf Ditmer (2002, pp. 233-234) 138031 “Ingavas
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mitwsedimennanadenzduldiedessnulildifanisudeaswnaniunidagin
a Aa 1 - = a g tﬂl Y o ] ldl —_— Al
gagafiedia uddgwiiifedwledihgiganasldey “wwifises (“Zk) laown
- “ 9 a Ao dod o e e 5
mavinsnuneTulimemnenmaiasdseglu wnnwile (—48) duwdToResey
o v 4 ] IA UV o AI < v 1 a W
liidanarimldizsznii fihgegezuiudaunwisslumaljudnuvasmem
a 'Y a L e o =
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dsnduiiduswnllgmed fiatausssufeunszanies Injugnuan (¥
EE) %agﬂﬁu (=HE) iaamUnmﬁuum%'n@ﬂvnﬁaL“ﬁ'slwfw,sﬁ'a a.71. 1960 lazianfialvge
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wla:mé’ana’nnmmﬂuﬂvty‘mﬁammmﬁu‘v\mu ) séﬁa”lﬁ%’umsaﬁfuaqumn
3098 (FLF) nttenvaanuniaas ladauuninsalasnisfanaw m‘.?ugjmﬂv
CCICR) Watudl 10 woasmesw a.4. 1965 I@mfza_ql'jm=nmmﬁaaﬁﬁﬁamﬁmﬁmm
Asslaaiadamelutam arnlamadoswin e a.a. 1959 wasuaasliidwinana
m”@t,m‘”ama"ﬁufuﬁ'w‘hsaag dgaun luuuninsoilvasnenfunsnansaan laurin vl
¢ A.71. 1966 LﬁdLﬁul%g’mtﬁi:ﬁ’mﬂﬂ;Nﬁﬂﬂ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂLﬂ‘ll’]%ﬂ’]iWiiﬂ@%d‘ﬁ%Lﬁ@ﬂLLaﬁﬁ]ﬂ’]i
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ﬁaa@ﬁmmLé?aL%uﬁﬁuﬁummu%qﬂﬁiumQ‘muﬁﬂﬁmmLﬁiam"lajwalw,a:
L'%'Unﬁi:"quniwmiﬂsumﬂﬁawmmﬂufuﬁ' 4 WEWANAN 0.6, 1966 sﬁaﬁﬂizquvlﬁ

%'mﬁlﬁaLﬁuama;mnﬂ@mﬂi:m’mdwmn “GaaUUTETIRRNTLAZLUIAALANLT DR

5 + @ ' L v & ' i al v
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inuaiduapansolanys gruazidoaldlu Peng Houwen (9 @a1AN 2010)
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83 “nawmdagmnasgussfunaninuiios deunluiul 16 wammau v
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T aNNTINVEIAIE UG INad on AN S LTI ga s Ul AR LS
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lUiSausasusn

lwdeudnguiou a.a. 1966 mjmlaaLﬁuiﬂshvlﬁrﬁﬂﬁwﬁfaﬁaﬁuﬁ Use 7%
73w (N HIR) ﬁLf’]uﬂswaﬂLﬁmmaawsimmfzﬂqmmulﬁﬁfmﬁﬁmmzﬁfﬂﬁﬂm
sanuadawlnid agj”mwwﬁeu wiadannaadusnaunisnisonin “erairinduag”
(41 T FeRed Guards) wiidasslduasasliinanisansduneinluamanudsmna
Lﬁumaﬂé'umﬁ'aﬂgaﬂuﬂﬁaw”w"amuquamumifﬁ udtmanUiasuazuanlininga
AueaEm A anslUmuARuaunT waRULRI3Is “anzd UMy (TAE4)
"Lﬂmuquamummﬂuamu”uﬂ’ﬁﬁﬂmﬁ;'m;aﬂuﬂﬁaw%auﬁ"uaaﬂ “Grqautadyzny”
J\Z&F87T) Pirrevavwannunionlnalilioenuansaaniumsénm (Yan &
Gao, 1996, p. 44) waﬂs’mm’]mmLﬁumaﬂé'umﬁ'aﬂ;aﬂ”ﬂﬁaLﬁ'a'i'uﬁ' 18 NINYIANAIY

anu liwaladuatneds I@m:fl_qldwﬁwé’a@‘i’aﬂﬁmm”@m'mmmmﬁauvlmmaamamuuazﬁ

7 a on = A a  ga a4 ' 13
anzUJuans idunalninssenandrfiadaulslusafiniisnusaswssaniaslanany
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ﬁ'ﬂwmﬂizguﬁﬁ@iaﬁmmiﬂﬁi’ﬁ daulwiul 5 fomen manldidoumitsRaRuwrinuns
(K7 Big Character Poster) lagfi amméﬁq 11 “asunasinmy’ (T E 2)
Gﬁamwﬁ'mfl@mﬂmi@iaﬁn”u%ﬁaﬁuma (Zong, 1989, pp. 134-135)

vansainsn i lwidueadwllidatnanndt manidansadlad fiasiias
né’ummuquamumim‘lun@ﬂwnﬁamuﬁwamawﬁaLﬁﬂﬁ i lindldessuiieny
sonumstiTgaueLadasTuAaTaudennuAananantiain Tagluwind 12 Fmau
A.6. 1966 AMIRIINENAINEMTUIAINNAURUITEIUTETIUNTIA UALAAFDIBZIN
nysumInsumadasdreuiisssasldidusraviude laswanlvndwdsndrauunud
wazfaudimirazdadulszmwbudagdaly udnmsdnngaidemssuziantonas
Toolwiuil 17 Fownan Uades oudn (Bachir Sadek) g@%ﬁﬁﬂi:ﬁhﬂ;aﬂuﬂﬁaﬂﬂmj
umaniumduanasunlsesunsud Lwipjﬁlaaﬂm%‘uaﬁﬁuﬁaiaaﬂizﬁwuwﬁuﬁ@aﬁg
L) wazlwind 19 Fowan wiaflidnngarluwnudssdeusiiaun ansium
(Reuben Kamanga) sa4dszmunbudunausaids (Ditmer, 1974, p. 96)

odslay e.q. 1966 amu:mawﬁuﬁwﬁgmﬁam:ﬁ‘*ﬁmﬁnﬁamwm:
mmLﬁiamiﬁnwdaﬁmmmL‘U5méi’a@ﬁwwsmﬁm”uﬁaaavlﬁéﬂL%fﬂ WaLARITNA AT
massTnsanusuasudrsslilddafiazdsanundietsdoiiosdndell Snvamanging
Wiifesavilugusdserwndudandae gldnnnuasssium@deiud 1 gaeuuesd
fuﬁ%ﬁ'sﬂi'mg@ﬁuuﬂi:@Lﬁﬂué'umﬁuw%auﬁ'uqmﬂuﬁuﬂ wazillaanidunanauly
Aouflauaziasadin naafdn U fuludrunsisvoanunii eTuruauwmse (Ditmer,
1974, p. 97) @iauﬂuﬂ'ﬁﬂi:"qumwﬂ’ﬁmummﬁamﬂLwii'uﬁ 5 £19 28 @;mﬂmaaﬂﬁgu
wialddoud3arsalanias (selfcriticism)  Fevinliimawalausslilomaanluns
Uiudgsawas swmagsnandeinlasimad sumi FaRuiinunai ez anunan
andaly (Dittmer, 1994, p. 100) uazAsualENURNNEUAIITNENENNAIRRAzATIEN 1 1d
sunaRmsseiiodud 6 unmew a.a. 1967 udlandulnafidrandansaunises
auaaass Wamumnudassolalinainnwuludniui 10 anmeuisuaasanudu
#29 BAIVONNULRNNINLNTETUAAG18NITAN08NINAWAUIUTET U TUA nTsuns
AT 89 wazRAREINaILTTANE IR aTTiwusrunTany (BIFERIEEE)
Tapazaldummnlumuun udwanlisanunsaesnuszuanudiissinlinaansle
§UNIIROUAZININFUAN (Yan & Gao, 1996, pp. 135-136)

TLANTINVINAUTANA VLI IMINAIUAGNITOL “NITUTTIUADUNUNTHUS
(February Adverse Current) 14 @.¢. 1967 nan@e lumiﬁsxﬂgunﬁuminsumﬂﬁaaﬁ
flondulnadudszsmilosui 11 Qumw‘"uﬁmaaﬁfu awdunan (EEA) aud
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(5% wiidouds (H-5135) ﬁ?zlvj"gu ZEEH) wadowion (L) sldoaiou
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7 WHEU muﬁﬁﬂﬁumvlﬁqﬂﬁ’lvlﬂvl,@imu%ﬁaﬁaﬁw”nmaawﬂmmmﬂ%’ (GRI2RE))
Fadwaarininuasdninauuesfihszaugiveswsaussis laeilvdulnaiidldvu
Unuwmdauusdnan Lmuﬁ'aﬂﬁiaﬂ’l,ﬁﬁmﬂ_qlﬂﬁ’]vlﬂvlsimuuafzﬁﬁmi’mﬂ’mﬁﬁ'sSﬂmmmﬁg\i
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uasuaztszmeaaannuaunuiniuian lsawnnauiinauduanud \@utsznauAumIgn
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& & a X 4 < 'Y Y a1 °
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wnubildgadaslaisluummamanunu sntwlivnuanidenmslaauininassoud
dgafis 40 asrnimaBus (Yan & Gao, 1996, p. 163) Fefiaasluind 12 woadmen
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ﬂi:mmht,ﬁat,ﬂupju'%qw%iﬁaLﬁauﬁmﬂu a.¢1. 1979 uazlwiuil 29 NUNAUT 0.6 1980
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