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Abstract

The aim of this paper is to explore problems of Japanese to Thai
translation, focusing on sentence construction. Translation data of
Thai learners of Japanese were collected and analyzed. Eight
hundred and ninety three errors of sentence construction were
founded and categorized into: (1) problems in understanding the
source text; it was found that some translators tended to pay
attention to only the meaning of the words, without considering the
sentence construction carefully; and (2) problems in composing the
translation into the target text; some translators understood the
source text but could not use the appropriate expressions in the
target text, as they tended to pay too much attention to the literal
(word-by-word) translation and the word order of the source text.
Consequently, the target text did not convey the same meaning as
that of the source text or sounded unnatural. Also, some translators
carelessly used inappropriate sentence constructions in the target

text.
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