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Abstract
“The Study of Japanese Working Women’s Roles and Duties

since World War II”, aims to study the tactors that make full-time
Japanese working women unable to work continuously. After gradu-
ation, Japanese women work for a period and resign when they are
married and return to work when their children go to schools.

This documentary research 1s based on books and documents
written by both Japanese and non-Japanese authors. The result of the
study reveals that there are three obstacles that render full time
Japanese working women unable to work continuously 1. Laws and
Japanese-style management culture; 2. Attitudes ot Japanese society;
3. Family obligations

After the end of World War II, the Japanese government
proclaimed the employment laws which emphasized the protection of
working women and their weltare. The laws could be considered as

discrimination against women in employment environment.

The obstacles regarding Japanese-style management culture

could be divided into two aspects. Firstly, the two-track system.
Secondly, the “Three Sacred Treasures” focuses on male employees
and as a result causes the companies to give more importance to
male employees than to women.

Social attitudes of the Japanese assume essential differences

between women and men in conducting life. Women have been taught

since childhood to give priority to the roles of mother and wife
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instead of working woman. Moreover, family obligations are one of
the obstacles preventing women from working full time continuously.
These obligations include housework, childcare, and elderly care.

The root of all these three obstacles preventing women from

working continuously is the value regarding the gender division of

labor, which has affected Japanese thought and behavior toward
women’s working. However, it could be suggested that if Japanese
society wants to encourage more women to work full time, firstly,
Japanese families should change the way they bring up their children.
Secondly, Japanese men should share more roles in family obligations.
Thirdly, equality and help between men and women should be
propagated through mass media. Fourthly, Japanese companies should
switch from traditional seniority-based wage and promotion system to
merit-based wage and promotion system. Fifthly, the government
should provide sufficient nurseries and elderly care facilities with
qualified staffs to meet society’s demand. Finally, the government
should also revise the tax law and pension law which benefit full

time housewives.
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