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(Intermediate Existence)
in Theravada Buddhism
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Abstract

This research aims to reveal the possibility of the concept of
antarabhava in Theravada Buddhism. Antarabhava, according to the
doctrines of Theravada Buddhism, refers to a being born as an opapatika

being (a creature having spontaneous birth) or an invisible-body being
who hasnit taken the full form of new life or who lives for a short

period of time before taking a new birth. Moreover, some statements
In the Atthakatha (a commentary text) refer to an intermediate state
between the previous life and the next life and thus imply antarabhava.

On the other hand, the concept of antarabhava is more evident
in early Buddhism. Some words and statements in the Suttanta
Pitaka imply the existence of antarbahava. For example, the words
“sambhavesi” (a being seeking an existence), “gandhabba” (a being
ready to take a new rebirth) and “ubhayantarena” (the world between
the two worlds, this present world and the next world) in their contexts
can be logically interpreted to mean antarabhava. Besides. some
statements like the statement that some beings while descending into
their mothers” wombs may be aware or conscious of themselves also
imply the existence of antaarbhava in early Buddhism.
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