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Abstract

This research is aimed to study the Japanese language curriculum
at Thammasat University, and to study various indicators for the
curriculum’s quality. The results from the questionnaires collected
from the fourth-year Japanese major students were used to produce
indicators to measure the students’ opinions towards the Japanese
language curriculum. The findings revealed that the students had positive
opinions, ‘very good’ towards indicators concerning fundamental
subjects, class activities, and Japanese language practice in real life,
and ‘good’ for indicators regarding Japanese language skills. In
addition, the data from the in-depth interview with the Deputy Dean
and the Department Head about the curriculum of the bachelor’s degree
program in Japanese language indicated that in terms of administrative
quality, the university focused on human resource development,
academic matters, and course management to keep it relevant to the
curriculum. Indicators for the curriculum had an emphasis on hiring
specialists and experienced personnel. Moreover, the university put
an emphasis on the practical use of Japanese language in various

activities and everyday life. In terms of indicators for instructor
evaluation, the university used evaluation forms for evaluating their
instructors both in lecture and practical courses. Results from the
analysis of curriculums revealed that the Japanese language curriculum
at Thammasat University, compared with other university curriculums,
was considered as standardized and has achieved its specified

objectives. To suit studentsi intellectual capacity, the courses were
arranged in tiers and each course was grouped to cover the students’

various interests and skills.
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