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Abstract

This study sets out to analyze the errors of Thai learners who take
Japanese at an advanced level, while also examining the causes of
these errors and suggesting a way to reduce them.

TI'he data used in this study were the errors from 584 sentences
gathered from writing tasks of the 4" year students enrolled in JP411
(Japanese 7) and JP412 (Japanese 8) in the academic year of 2004.
The errors were collected from the sentences they constructed with
their knowledge of sentence patterns they learned from level 1.

The collected data has shown that most errors are related to the
things the learners have acquired at the beginning and intermediate
levels. When categorized into types of error, the most frequent errors
were misuse of words and expressions (28.1%), followed by particles
(25.9%).

T'he conclusion of this study is that the majority of errors (more
than 70%) are not caused by the interference of the first language.
However, even among learners at the advanced level, errors caused
by the influence of the Thai language are still found. The researcher
suggests four ways to reduce the errors which are 1) consulting the
corpus of word and language usage 2) training the learners to be
observant 3) operating peer learning and 4) encouraging self-study.
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