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Indirectness as a Communicative Strategy of Thai Speakers
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Abstract

The main purpose of this study was to determine the forms and
functions of indirect speech in Thai, and to investigate the subjects’ choices
of direct or indirect means of communication. The data was collected from
two sources, one being conversations drawn from five contemporary novels;
the other source was answers to a questionnaire administered to 475 subjects
regarding their choice of direct or indirect speech in certain interactional
situations. The subjects were selected and grouped according to their
occupation, gender, level of education, and age. The findings from the
conversation analysis indicate that indirect speech acts were mostly found in
Interrogative constructions, and the major function of indirectness was to
convey 1rony. In contrast, the results of the questionnaire regarding the
subjects’ choice of direct or indirect use of language shows that they prefer
indirectness predominantly to emphasize politeness. In addition, there is a
proportional relationship between the subjects’ use of indirectness and their
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educational level. In other words, the higher the subjects’ level of education,
the more likely they are to use an indirect means of communication.
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(1) A : We’ll all miss Bill and Agatha, won’t we?

(2) B: Well, we’ll miss Bill.

A= 15141 B A8 USqanUAITNAATAY A HAUNA WAEKTUAINITURDAARDINENLINEIU

(Undnmonusaniiaiieaunedon) e lduananuanindoanisidssnauiesdinnauAn Bill Tasld

I
=S

waradualuARDS Agatha Augnwaallunadsuilanyanasecldine lfaeansidduzaninusias

ADTUNITOL

Leech na1n8ndnANgan WM maIainnaulisiaenisldnmean esannisyatax

avdaanmniangniieAy viralunisiialantalunsiaendues enfaatinadu nsldgleclaann

puvnui e feedailuntsIidssTomiungie insrzgilaar lif@ngniesn UseToadneaniuanansne

AANNHANANINNINATINIINART
(3) Won’t you sit down?

(4) Would you mind answering the phone?
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