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Abstract
This article presents theoretical considerations about the interpretation

process by referring to the interpretative theory of translation elaborated by
Danica Seleskovitch and Marianne Lederer in the seventies. Their studies on
interpreters’ work 1n real situations reveal the mechanism of the
Interpretation process. Interpreters do not translate spoken words in the
source language they already forgot at the end of the utterance, but step back
from them 1n order to seize the speaker’s “meaning” or “message” and render
1t into the target language as naturally as possible. It is evident that the word

“meaning”’ here 1s not the one used in early linguistic theories. In fact,
Interpreters work at the discourse level, combining the semantic indications

with all the extra-linguistic elements (situational and cognitive complements)
In order to get the “message”. The interpretation process is identical for the
two modes of interpreting : consecutive and simultaneous interpreting.
However, there are differences in practice. The last part of the article
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mentions various situations where the two modes of interpreting are needed
nowadays.
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