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A Survey of Translators’ Attributes
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Abstract
The research project, “A Survey of Translators’ Attributes,” aims to

make a survey of opinions about the requirements a translator should meet.
Questionnaires are used to collect data from translators and editors. The
respondents include 94 translators and 41 editors.

From the respondents’ data, it is found that most translators and
editors are female aged 31—40, with bachelor’s degrees. Most of them have
around 1-5 years experience in translation but have never studied translation.
They do non-literary translations more than literary ones and mostly translate
from English into Thai.
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For the translator’s attributes, it is found that all 25 attributes stated in
the questionnaire are required at levels ranging from moderate to most

needed, for both literary and non-literary translations. The five groups of
translator’s attributes are ranked as follows:

Language Ability
Knowledge of the original text
Personal characteristics supporting translation

Knowledge of principles of translation
Related knowledge 1.e. linguistics and literature
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