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Improvement of the Radical Systems in Some Kanji Dictionaries
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Abstract

Nowadays, the traditional radical system (the one employed in the
Chinese dictionary named ‘Kouki Jiten’) is used in most Japanese character, or
Kanji, dictionaries, but this system has many problems. It is not easy for the
dictionary users, especially Thai students, to correctly determine the radicals
of many Kanji.

The aim of this paper are (1) to study the radical systems in Kanji
dictionaries in current use to see 1f any improvements have been made ; (2) if
there are improvements, to determine what these improvements consist of ;
and (3) to investigate whether these improvements are actually useful for
dictionary users. First, the problems of the traditional radical system are
briefly explained, and then the radical systems of seven Kanji dictionaries are
studied. Next, the results of a questionnaire regarding Kanji radicals are
reported, and these results are compared with the systems used in the seven
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dictionaries surveyed. Finally, conclusions drawn from the investigation are
presented.
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