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Abstract
Japan has reformed her education 3 times:

1. Education Reform during the Meiji era in 1868

2. Education Reform after World War [l

3. Education Reform after the year 1980

The aim of the third reform is to enable each individual to develop his
or her own characteristics and uniqueness. The reform focuses on developing
individuals’ talents and abilities, not developing citizens with similar
characteristics, which Japan tried to do in the past. Otherwise, Japan will not
be able to compete with other countries in industry and trading, which are
getting more competitive. In addition, Japan focussed on the importance of
producing High Talent Man Power, creating a competitive environtment for
the students and causing problems. Therefore, to relax the competitiveness and
build a unique Japanese, the government has embarked on a new reform of its
curriculum since 2002. Parents are worried that the academic achievement of
their children has been lower since the new curriculum became ettective.

Parents with high socio-economic background have sent their children to
private schools which have more intensive curricula and hence provide a better

chance of entering a well-known university. This leads to a new social
problem. That is, a new rigid caste structure occurs in Japanese society.
Although the academic achievement of Japanese children has been lower, 1t 1s
relatively higher than that of children in other countries. Therefore, it is
questionable and interesting to see whether the new education reform will lead
to a downward trend in Japanese children’s academic achievement or yield
unique characteristics of their children, as the reform aims at.
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