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Abstract

This study examines the public housing policies which affected

development of Singapore from 1960 to 2000. The achieve this goal, the
public housing policies were divided into three main periods, namely nation-
building, middle-class housing and the affluent and IT society. The study
also includes how public housing policies have been developed and their
impacts on the politics, economy, and society of Singapore.

The findings reveal that the public housing policies have far-reaching
social, economic, and political impacts on the whole society of Singapore
beyond the Housing and Development Board’s areas. As one of the main
strategies for economic development, the public housing policies assist in
reducing the country’s urgent problem of land shortage and changing Singapore
from a port city to a global and high-tech industrial one. They have also
been used to create a sense of national identity among immigrants of various
ethnic groups. That 1s, they are all Singaporean. However, the ruling
People’s Action Party (PAP) has resorted to these policies for its own political
advantages by weakening the opposition’s ability to compete against them.
In addition, the public housing policies have failed to promote social
Iintegration of Chinese, Malay, and Indian ethnic groups.
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