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A Passage to Southeast Asia : From Media Studies Perspective
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Abstract

Today regionalism and Southeast Asian Studies have become of
interest amongst social scientists including scholars in the area of media
studies. Thus, 1n this article I focus on communication in Southeast Asia
with the hope that the written document will broaden our knowledge in

human communication in this region.

The goal of this article is to explore two levels of communication
in Southeast Asian countries : global and regional. At the global level, 1 will
adopt the three main concepts of cultural imperialism, cultural hybridization,
and media representation. Based on these concepts, three core aspects of
international communication (i.e. production, text and consumption) will be

examined.

At the regional level, I will investigate the history of Southeast Asian

communication practices with colonialist influences and different media
normative paradigms, e.g., liberalism, socialism, etc. Next, using a dominant

perspective, I will explain how cultural domination 1s concealed in the

international communication within the region. Then, 1 will delve into the

images of neighbouring countries constructed by the Thai media. Finally,
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through the diasporic perspective, I will analyse how audiences Southeast

Asian interact with media.
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