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Law of Karma and Modern Ethicals Problems
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Abstract

Kamma-niyama or the law of karma is the Buddhist account
of human actions and their consequences or effects. At present,
however, the recent developments in science and technology have
given rise to new ethical problems. This article 1s an attempt to

discuss these problems, especially the problems of human cloning,

abortion, and euthanasia, in the light of the law of karma. This 1S
because they are all concerned with killing. According to the law of
karma, these actions are unwholesome (akusala) and the doers must

undergo their consequences. The consequences arc either strong or
weak depending on the size and usefulness of the killed persons, and
the doer’s intention. In all cases, the doer should live by right

understanding and mindfulness in accordance with Buddhist principle,

leaving without considering past wrong actions.
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