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Abstract

The “Bologna Process” 1s a commitment among European
ministers with the objective of promoting the mobility of students

and academic and administrative staff as the basis of establishing the

“European Higher Education Area” by 2010 as well as enhancing

the attractiveness and competitiveness of the higher education institu-
tions in Europe. It produces far-reaching reforms of the higher education

system in the European countries regarding degree structure,
establishment of the “European Credit Transfer System” (ECTS), and
recognition of degrees.

This article gives a summary of the background, development,
and further perspectives of the reform process. With a focus on the
Federal Republic of Germany, it may be shown that the reform process
isn’t easy to realise because of the deep-rooted educational philosophy

and tradition as well as the acceptance of the old degrees in society
and economy. Furthermore the consequences of the “Bologna Process™

for foreign students, who want to study in the Federal Republic of

Germany in the future, will be discussed.
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