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Sexual Discrimination Reflected in the

Japanese Language
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Abstract

Evidence of sexual discrimination is still found in Japanese

social life. Unsurprisingly, Japanese women have less social standing
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than men. In this paper, several terms i1n the Japanese language
representing sexual discrimination between Japanese men and women
are described. Two areas of usage are considered: the differences in

language used between men and women, and the words which are

distinctively used to reter to a man or woman. All of these observations
suggest that women have been expected to use polite forms of speech
which also include the tender and standard styles. However, men
have been allowed to use alternative modes of speech, 1.e. impolite
and non-standard styles. Furthermore, words used to refer to a man
or women also 1ndicate obvious discrimination between Japanese

men and women.
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