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Abstract

This article is written for the purpose of studying the concept of
‘the self’ and the reaction of Theravada Buddhism against this
concept. An aim of the study is to search for the answer of what
should be the meaning, characteristics and relationship of the selt
(Atta) to other views. In addition, studying the reaction of Thera-
vada Buddhism against ‘Atta’ will help us understand the buddhist
standpoint in relation to ultimate liberation, which has always been

a controversial issue.

The study reveals that Atta in Theravada Buddhism can be summa-

rized in three categories:-

1. Atta in its metaphysical aspect. Theravada Buddhism denies the

existence of Atta in this sense, for the acceptance of a metaphysical

self is nothing but a wrong view.

2. Atta in its conventional aspect. This sense 1s useful in human

contact and communication even among Buddhists.
3. Atta as a group of defilements, namely the view (wrong view)
and the conceit. This concept is easily found in Theravada Buddhist

teachings, where these defilements have been ordered to be put aside

by the Buddha in order to liberate us from all kinds of suffering.
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