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Dharmavinaya Study in Buddhism:

Progress or Regress?
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Abstract

Dharmavinaya study has been a practice of Buddhism for as long
as 2,548 years. In the Buddha’s days, the study had purely
emphasized the Threefold Training or the notion of morality,

mentality and wisdom. However, over time the revolution of our

societies has transformed the study to expand from a pure religious
context into worldly disciplines as well. This transformation was
started 1n India and Sri Lanka, through which Thailand’s Buddhism
was 1nfluenced during the Sukhothai and Ayutthaya periods.
Nevertheless, in Thailand, the change of dharma study has been
more pronounced since the early period of Rattanakosin, especially
within the monk’s university. The study has embraced more worldly
1Issues, subjects and concerns than before. This paper discusses

whether the monk’s university should carefully observe this change

as a true evolution or as an actual sign of the decline of Buddhism.
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