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Abstract

The aim of this paper 1s to introduce the phatic function of questions
which 1s one of the important functions of language. The paper focuses
on the analysis ot the function of stimulating or leading a listener
to more actively participate 1n the conversation in order to enhance
smooth conversation.

The four free conversations which are analysed in this paper are from
“Corpus ot Spontaneous Japanese” or CSJ by The National Institute
tor Japanese Language, Japan.

The result of the conversation analysis has shown that the use of
questions to stimulate or lead the listener to more actively participate

In the conversation 1S considered to be a social behavior or social
manner tor binding social relations between the speaker and the

listener.
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After the first formula (to break silence, such as

‘Nice day today’), there comes a flow of language,
purposeless expressions of preference or aversion,
accounts of irrelevant happenings, comments on what

s perfectly obvious.

(Malinowski, 1923: 314)
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T'here are messages primarily serving to establish,
to prolong, or to discontinue communication, to check

whether the channel works (‘Hello, do you hear me?’),
to attract the attention of the interlocutor or to confirm
his continued attention (‘Are you listening?’ or in
Shakespearean diction, ‘Lend me your ears!’ - and

on the other end of the wire ‘Um-hum!’)

(Jakobson, 1960: 355)
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IIlfO ation transmltter receiver destination
source

message signal received signal message

noise source

(Shannon & Weaver, 1949: 7)
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