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Buddhist Curriculum in Thai School:

development or decline?
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Abstract

There 1s a close relationship between the Buddhism curriculum
taught 1n schools and the government system of our society.

Buddhism Study has always been there to implant a sense ot loyalty
towards the national, the religious and the Royal institution among
the Thai people. Whether in the previous totalitartan government
system or in the current days of democracy, Buddhism Study 1n
school has, more or less, been a unique tool of the government
to mold its 1deal citizens. In accordance with different government
policies, the religious study in classrooms seemed to have changed
all the time. During the war, the study accentuated the importance
of trusting the leader and being a good tollower; after the war or
national disturbances, the study focused on dharma dialogs about
peace and stability; and when the country needed to build up
economics strength, the study emphasized the virtues to procure
personal wealth. Nowadays, the classroom content 1s sketched out
to accommodate democracy and the constitution. Buddhism Study
has, so far, had a place in Thai society, perhaps as long as it can

adapt itself to serve the state. However, in meeting the changing
demands of the state, the frequent adaptations of dharma dialog from

the original Buddha’s word could, in turn, destroy the essence of
Buddhism and defeat the aim of Buddhism Study which 1s to show
the path of freedom. Buddhism study should maintain its goal 1n
giving moral instruction to the people and not reduce itself into a

mind-engineering instrument which in the long run, helps but to bring
about the deterioration of Buddhism.
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