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A Criterion to Judge
the Third of Five Precepts
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Abstract

According to the Theravada commentary, the criterion to judge
the Third of the Five precepts (Pafica-Sila), namely abstention from
sexual misconduct (Kamesumicchacard), is based on 20 kinds of
prohibited women. Nevertheless, this criterion does not cover some

sexual behaviors that are far too complicated from precious times due
to social and cultural changes. Therefore, this article aims to explore
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the standard that can determine what sexual behaviors violate the Third
of the Five precepts primarily relying on the objective ot setting up
the Sila.
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