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The History of Port Cities In

Southeast Asia by Focusing on a

Ryukyuan Document
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Abstract

This paper studies the history of port cities in Southeast Asia
by focusing on a Ryukyuan document called Rekidai Hoan. This
document covers correspondences between the Ryukyu Kingdom and
Southaest Asian states during the 15™ and the 16" centuries. These

states, or port cities are Siam, Palembang, Java, Sumatra, Malacca,

Pattani and Annam. Ryukyu sent over 100 ships to these places in
order to buy forest products and pepper to pay tribute to the Ming,
and brought a large amount of Chinese and Japanese products to the
region. According to the letters, replies, and voyage certificates, Rekidai
Hoan provides information about pre-modern Southeast Asia not seen
in Chinese or Portuguese documents. For example, relationships that
go beyond commercial activities, merchandise and the role of Chinese
communities. At the same time the trade route from Ryukyu to
Southeast Asia reveals the rise and demise of each port cities over

the two centuries.
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