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Feeling as a Social Practice
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Abstract

The article surveys the status of feeling within the humanistic

epistemology, pointing out its contradictory status. On one hand,
feeling is deemed as a too subjective and unreliable source of

knowledge; on the other hand, it is valorized as an essence of a

human being. The article offers to examine feelings as part of a social
practice by exploring some various feelings such as love, ennut, grief
and sadness within Thai cultural and historical context. More
important, feelings are part of a social apparatus to designate social

relations, define identities, and control human behaviours.
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