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Abstract

This paper provides findings from
a study of avoidance strategies based
on five sensitive topics: death, having
Down’s syndrome, being a prostitute,
being raped and being HIV-positive.
The data were collected from
questionnaires completed by forty
Thais and forty Americans. The
findings can be broadly categorized
iInto five super-strategies: indirect
utterance, lie, emotion-related
expression, rejection and ignoring
utterance. These super-strategies
can be further divided into a total of
thirteen sub-strategies. In addition,
the use of avoidance strategies
varies from one topic to another:
speakers from both cultures used
the understatement strategy with
the highest frequency on the topic
of having Down’s syndrome and used
the Iindirect utterance with the highest
frequency on the topic of death.
These differences are discussed in a
manner which throws a pragmatic
light on how people in both cultures
approach life obstacles and resolve
tensions in communicative dilemmas.
The relationships between avoidance

language and other types of indirect

communication are also discussed.
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