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Abstract

The Lue’s revival of traditions and cultures in Thailand is a process that makes
their ethnic identity visible, and shows the ways the Lue locate their position in
a nationstate society. The Lue’s cultural revival is a social practice that operates
through constructions of meaning and negotiations in public spaces. This opera-
tion leads to attempts to reconstruct the past, to position their identity, and to
political negotiation in the public. In this article, the author will demonstrate
the Lue’s cultural revival, in Chiang Kham, Payao Province, as a local move-

ment that is relevant to national tourism. The article argues that Thai tourism is

a mechanism which pulls Lue-ness out of its local setting to become a cultural
commodity. This process is enacted through the invention of tradition which relies
on the definition of ethnic identity. Nevertheless, tourism is also turned into a
mechanism which enables the Lue in Chiang Kham to create a social space for their

tradition and cultural revivals which is significantly related to national tourism.
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