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Abstract

This article is a study of the uses of ‘liberal arts’ in order to under-
stand various gestures of liberal arts in Thailand. The study indicates
that the term has been used for more than two hundred years. Its
meaning originally referred to the Indian learning tradition of the noble
people. It was later characterized as an education of a free man, after the
influences of Western culture in Thai society. Today, the term has been
modified from its previous understandings. On the one hand, it directly
points to the general education and language curriculum. On the other
hand, it retains the aim of the cultivation of wisdom by pursuing the

human sciences.
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