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Southeast Asian Studies: Evolution and Change
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Abstract

This paper aims to explore the evolution of “Southeast Asian Studies”™ through a historical and interdisciplinary
approach. The resulits show that Southeast Asia has long been of interest to outsiders, however, it clearly emerged and
developed as an academic specialty during the Cold War Period in order to serve the United States politico-economic
interests. An obvious example related to this is the expansion of Southeast Asian Studies Centers and curricula In

many leading universities throughout the United States. Interestingly, in the case of Thai society, Southeast Asian
Studies has been strongly and continuously influenced by western academic pattems but its content status has also

been modified for the emergence of ASEAN community. Nevertheless, the direction of Southeast Asian Studies both

in the global and the Thai context has been gradually changed through the mixing of knowledge from the disciplines

of “Global Studies” and “Area Studies”. This transformation will continue to be of interest in the future.
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