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Abstract

This research analyzes and compares the tonal features of Tai Yuan
spoken in Thailand, Laos and Myanmar, and produces a geographical
map of Tai Yuan tones in Southeast Asia. The data were collected
from 22 locations in 14 provinces in Thailand, three districts in Laos
and one town in Myanmar, from 83 informants using an 80 item
word list based on Gedney's tone box (1972). Tones were analyzed
by using Praat software and the results were then compared by
using the criteria of tonal split, tonal merger, and tonal features.
The results reveal that the tones of Tai Yuan dialects spoken in
Thailand, Laos and Myanmar can be classified into five groups
according to the split and merger of tones in columns A, B, C, DL,
and DS. The first group, A12-34 and BCD123-4, was spoken by
most speakers in Thailand, Laos and Myanmar. The second group,
A12-34 and BCD123-4 (B4=DL4=DS4), was spoken in Bor Kaew,
Laos. The third group, A12-34 and BCD123-4 (A34=B123=DL123),
was spoken in Mae Jaem, Chiang Mai Province and Lab Lae, Uttaradit
Province, Thailand. The fourth group, A12-34, BDL1234, and CDS123-4,
was spoken in Tha Pla, Uttaradit Province, Thailand and Xayaburi
Province, Laos. The fifth group, A12-34 and BCD123-4 (A34=B123=
DL123, B4=C4=DL4), was spoken in Ratchaburi Province, Thailand.
These results will go towards developing a tonal geographical map

of Tai Yuan in Southeast Asia.
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