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Abstract

The imperative of arcana imperii had been an integral part in the
debate on the art of governance in early modern period especially
in relation to the theory of absolutism. According the ideas, secrecy
propels the image of sanctity of the throne and enhances the efficiency
of the government. By examining the writings and speeches of
Stuart kings, polemical publications during the English Civil War
and the emergence of the “secret history” genre in 17m-century
England, this article argues that the notion of secrecy became a
paradoxical and often controversial subject in English politics in
such a turbulent time. This article also argues that the popularity of
secret-revealing literature was a precursor to the emergence of the
public sphere in literary aspect. This obsession of political transparency

and the need to abolish arcana imperii intensified in the 18th century.
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19 James |. (1887). Basilikon Doron, or His Majestys Instructions to His Dearest Sonne, Henry

the Prince. London: Wertheimer, Lea & Co., iv-v. LL‘]JRI@]FJQLL@N

The trew practise hereof, | haue as a King of found in my owne person, though | thanke
God, neuer to my shame, hauing laide my count, euer to walke as in the eyes of the Almightie,
examining euer so the secretest of my drifts, before | gaue them course, as how they might
some day bide the touchstone of a publike triall. And amongst the rest of my secret actions,
which haue (vnlooked for of me) come to publike knowledge, it hath so fared with my
BaoiAikov Awpov, directed, to my eldest son; which | wrote for exercise of mine owne
ingyne, and instruction of him, who is appointed by God (I hope) to sit on my Throne after

me.
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