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Public sphere during the latter period of Qing Dynasty
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Abstract

This article attempts to describe the apparent public sphere
during the latter period of Qing Dynasty whose historical and cultural framework
differs from the one in Europe. China's public sphere is a result of its
traditional civil society which designates a constant stronger role in society
for its intelligentsia. Qing Dynasty’s inability to relieve local disasters
triggers a political turmoil caused by its intelligentsia who aim for a broader
and higher position in the local administration. As a result of modern media’s
more prominent role in Chinese society, Chinese intelligentsia takes advantage
of this modern technology to propagate and disseminate their ideas and to
arrange for a more discussible sphere in the community. This article tries to
illustrate this revolution in media and tries to explain why the Chinese public

sphere differs from the one in western culture.
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