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Lesbian, class, and being-in-space: some considerations

on the history of space through Anne Lister’s diaries
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Abstract

This article tackles the question of public and private sphere
dichotomy. The article will put forward two points. Firstly, it will argue
that to understand the actual mode of being-in-space, the historical
understanding needs to depart from the analytical frame of the public as
the political and the private as the non-political. Secondly, it is important
to prioritise the lived experience of the subject, since space and spatiality
can only be formed and lived by agents who inhabit in it. To support
these points, | will examine the diaries of Anne Lister, a Nineteenth century
Halifax landed gentry. She explicitly recorded her daily life, several lesbian
relationships, and her struggle in the business and political spheres. | will
argue that the necessity of Anne Lister to separate her private life from

the public sphere exposes the inadequacy of the old analytical frame.
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| cannot help thinking that surely was not platonic. Heaven forgive me, but I look within
myself & doubt. | feel the infirmity of our nature & hesitate to pronounce such attachments
uncemented by something more tender still than friendship (Whitbread, 1992: 21 0) Lﬁu‘l‘,ﬂﬂ%ﬁﬂuuwmm

® 4oz ifuiaasnnsusiedn Hnsme” Tismp Martha Vicinus, They Wonder Which Sex | Belong:
The Historical Roots of the Modern Lesbian Identity Feminist Studies. 18 (3)
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""“she sold her person to another for carriage...[Mariannal...was seriously desirous of executing
the prosmutmg of herself in disguise...” (Lister, 1992: 57)
ﬂﬂmuwumﬂ@ﬂ@ wau ausas Lﬂumumuummﬂumwuw (Conservative) LazWeNeNuil
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““There were people near & | did not shake hands. | shall explain this on Sunday & say how sorry
| was | had not time to set her nearer me.” (Lister, 1992: 79)

% “As soon as | got home | asked my aunt seriously about calling on the girl [Miss Brown]...for
that | really liked her in good eamest...My aunt looked a little surprised, but | had taken her by surprise
& she behaved very well...” (Lister, 1992: 58)
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#™_.my figure, manner of walking & and voice; Their singularity, etc...Brought on the subject of my
own oddities of which Emma seems aware but to which she does not appear to object.” (Lister, 1992:
156)
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