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Anatta and Nibbana in the Tipitaka
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Abstract i )
This study deals with the concepts of anatta (mon-self) and nibbana (extinction;

in the Tipitaka aiming to argue whether the Buddha denied the existence of any
eternal, unchanging selfisoul and whether nibbana is, to the Buddha, not self The

study reveals that, in the Sutta, what is the atta (selfy must be somehow concerned with
the five aggregates (khandha-s) which form -a person, but the Buddha definitely denied
the existence of such an atta. Since atta is completely disapproved, nibbana cannot be

atta. Moreover, nibbana which is a state of extinction of defilements is not a being and
thereby cannot be an atta, a being, who is an actor and a recipient of a karmic result.
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