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Abstract
This article proposes two hypotheses about the Thai language of the Ayuthaya

Period.
1. Ayuthaya was a bilingual society to a significant extent. Its people were

using Thai and Khmer in their daily life. Two major language phenomena point to
bilingualism in this period. They are code-mixing and an abundance of Khmer words
in Thai. There were more Khmer words in use than Thai cognates. The Khmer words
permeated in all aspects of Thai. Six reasons are given to demonstrate that not all
Khmer words were loanwords; rather, they were transferred from Khmer into Thai by

bilingual speakers.
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2. The Thai of Ayuthaya, inherited by the Thais of the Bangkok Period, was a
mixture of Khmer and Thai. Consequently, this from of Thai is very ditferent from
other sister languages of the Tai Family. The mixture partly resulted from language
shift by the Khmer descendants of Khmer speakers of Ayuthaya.
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