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Abstract

Two literary works, [’Adultera and Effi Briest, by the German author,
Theodore Fontane, are studied analytically and critically. Both focus on
women who have adulterous affairs, and these affairs bring them to differ-
ent endings. One is expelled from society but is finally given a chance to
return to society as a ‘modern woman’ by helping her husband to support
her impoverished family. Another is forced to retreat from society. She
copes with tragic events and eventually dies calmly. Readers may realize
thar Fontane, who is regarded as an outstanding realist author, does not
:ntend to criticize society directly in a way which mightasa result motivate
revolution or reformation of social concepts or norms. But he intentionally
presents realistic social images to his readers. The impeachment of norms
nd morals delineated in both novels can induce either reformation of
morals and attitudes, or capitulation to them. In the end the readers have
ro make those decisions themselves.
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