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Thai Nation of Siam over Pattani-Malaya People in 19th Century
Tanapong Luekajornchai

Independent researcher

Abstract

Siam used concept of nation to explain her legitimacy and to connect multiple ethnic groups in
her territory. The concept of nation was developed to concept of Thai nation (single ethnic group) which
sorted several ethnic groups into classes of Thai nation. First was Siamese or Old Thai, second was
Laos or Tai-Yai and third was Khmer or Malaya who married Thai people. This concept made everyone
in Siam territory become Thai nationality before it was applied in Nationality Act of 1913.

For Pattani-Malaya people, Siamese generally called Muslim people as “Kheak” which they
called Malaya people as “Kheak-Malayu”. However, Siam called Pattani-Malaya people as “Kheak-Tani”
different from another Malaya people groups and explained that Pattani-Malaya people were Khaek-
Siamese in origin, but it was only just governed by Muslims government. In this case, Pattani-Malaya
people were classified into third class of Thai nation. Moreover, the word “Khaek-Siamese” reflected truly

will of Siam to claim territory and legitimacy over Pattani specially than other Malaya territory.

Keywords: Nationhood and Ethnicity, Thai nation, the three southernmost provinces of Thailand
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