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Thai People and the Concept of Fighting
Nuntana Wongthai

Faculty of Humanities, Srinakharinwirot University

Abstract

The article proposes that Thai people use the concept of fighting as a source domain to
understand other concepts. By collecting data from everyday language use and reviewing the literature,
it was found that the concept of fighting is used to understand concepts of life, illness, death, politics,
sports, economics, natural disaster, emotion, beauty, internet communication, drugs, and justice. Using
the concept of fighting to understand these concepts can be explained by the idea of human revolution
which proposes that humans had to fight in various kinds of ways since ancient times to ensure their
survival to the present time. The relationships of the concept of fighting to these other concepts can be
seen by mappings of elements between the two concepts, as based on conceptual metaphor theory. The
data reveal that Thai people view these concepts as issues to be fought against/for, either to eliminate

them, maintain them or gain them.

Keywords: Thai people, Concept of fighting, Metaphor
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