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Abstract

Objectives of this research article were to study the current and ideal state
of creative ability and study the needs for creative thinking ability among final-
year undergraduate students in Early Childhood Education Faculty of Education at
Ramkhamhaeng University. This research was quantitative, collecting data using
questionnaires from a sample group of 75 final-year undergraduate students
majoring in Early Childhood Education at the Faculty of Education, Ramkhamhaeng
University, academic year 2025, using convenience sampling. General data of
respondents were analyzed using frequency, percentage, mean, and standard
deviation. The current and ideal state of creative thinking ability and the needs
for creative ability were analyzed using the Priority Needs Index Modified
(PNlyodified)-

The research results showed that: 1. The overall current state of creative
ability among final-year undergraduate students in Early Childhood Education was
at a high level (X=3.92), while the ideal state was at the highest level (X=4.79).
2. The level of need for creative thinking abilities among final-year undergraduate
students in Early Childhood Education had a PNlyogiieq Value between 0.20-0.25.
The area with the highest level of need was fluid thinking, followed by

multifaceted thinking and innovative thinking, respectively. From the study results,
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it was found that fluency thinking was a skill that students should develop first,
followed by flexibility thinking and originality thinking. This reflected the process-
oriented development sequence of creative thinking, starting from cognitive
fluency to the ability to see things from multiple perspectives and further
developing into the creation of something new in a tangible way.

Keywords: Creative Thinking Abilities; Essential Needs; Final-Year Students; Early
Childhood Education
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