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Abstract

This research aimed to study the principles and methods of temple
property management, develop a prototype for the Buddhist Property
Management Office, and formulate policy recommendations. The study employed
a Research and Development (R&D) methodology comprising seven stages,
beginning with document analysis and in-depth expert interviews, followed by a
survey of 500 monks and citizens, development of guidelines and prototypes
through focus group discussions and pilot implementation in selected temples,
and finally, policy recommendation formulation.

The findings revealed that: 1. Temple property management principles
should integrate Buddhist teachings, legal frameworks, and modern management
principles, with management methods divided into four main areas: financial and
accounting management, land and building management, religious property
management, and revenue and benefit management. 2. The development of the
Buddhist Property Management Office prototype proposed establishing provincial-
level agencies under the supervision of the Provincial Sangha Office, with internal
operations divided into four main departments. 3. Policy recommendations were
categorized into three areas: policies for the Sangha focusing on improving
administrative structure and governance, policies for the government emphasizing
legal reform and academic support, and policies for the public sector emphasizing
community participation and constructive oversight. Implementation should be
conducted systematically and adapted appropriately to each local context.
Keywords: Buddhist Property Management Office; Public Welfare Works;
Thai Sangha
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